
Call for Papers 

Edited Collection 

South-east Asian Ecocriticism 

 

With its origins in the late twentieth-century writings of Raymond Williams in 

England, Lawrence Buell in the United States, and literary scholars in Australia and 

New Zealand, coupled to recent theoretical developments in other regions of Europe, 

the scholarly field of ecocriticism has borne, throughout much of its short history, a 

distinct Anglophone imprint. The edited work East Asian Ecocriticisms (2013, eds. 

Estok and Kim) has begun to shift the historical emphasis by turning an ecocritical eye 

to Asia and, more specifically, the literary works and writers of Japan, Korea, Taiwan 

and China. Additionally, Karen Thornber’s Ecoambiguity (2012) addresses responses to 

environmental crises in East Asian literature, but with passing references to Southeast 

Asian works. Most recently, Ecocriticism of the Global South (2015, eds. Sarveswaran, 

Slovic and Rangarajan) includes discussion of ecocriticism in India, Sri Lanka and 

Pakistan but lacks critical content on the vast body of South-east Asian texts with 

ecological themes.   

Scholars of South-east Asian literature, performance, media and other fields are 

invited to contribute chapters to an edited collection that seeks to expand the scope of 

ecocriticism further by giving voice to researchers, authors and texts of the 

Philippines, Timor Leste, Indonesia, Brunei, Singapore, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 

Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand and Christmas Island. The volume will be guided by, 

though not limited to, thematic and theoretical responses, as well as questions about 

the state of the field:  



 What is the status of ecocriticism—as an interdisciplinary academic field—in 

South-east Asian literary, performance, media and environmental studies?  

 

 What theoretical models can be applied to the analysis of the relationship 

between South-east Asian “texts” (broadly defined), the natural environment 

and the global ecological crisis? 

 

 What are the difficulties and challenges inherent to applying existing 

ecocritical models (including post-colonialism, post-humanism, critical animal 

and plant studies, deep ecology, phenomenology and existing approaches) to 

Southeast Asian works?   

 

 What are some of the key South-east Asian works with environmental focus 

that should become objects of ecocritical analysis? At this stage in the 

trajectory of SE Asian ecocriticism, can we speak of a canon? If so, what works 

should be included?  

 

 What scholarly mechanisms could be implemented in departments of 

literature, performance and cultural studies throughout SE Asia and abroad to 

foster the development of the field beyond its current focus on East and South 

Asian landscapes? 

Prospective contributors are invited to submit proposals on topics including, but not 

limited to, the following: 

 Environmental writing (novels, short stories, poetry, creative non-fiction, 

experimental writing, bioliterature) 

 Eco-media and environmental communications studies 

 Eco-performance and dramaturgy 

 Environmental humanities and eco-cultural studies 

 Posthumanism, animal studies, critical plant studies 

 Phenomenological approaches to SE Asian ecocriticism 

 Buddhist and Islamic dimensions of environmental criticism 

The editors of the US-based Rowman & Littlefield (Lexington Books) series 

“Ecocritical Theory and Practice” have expressed strong interest in publishing an 

edited collection on this theme. For more information on the series and to view 

previous titles, see https://rowman.com/Action/SERIES/LEX/ETAP 

Please send a 250-word abstract, tentative chapter title and 50-word bio statement to 

Dr John Ryan at <john.c.ryan@uwa.edu.au> as soon as possible. Complete chapters of 

6–8000 words will be due by 1 November 2016.   


